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Autumn 1 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Spring 1 

 

Spring 2 

 

Summer 1 

 

Summer 2 

 

Curriculum 

driver- 

overarching 

question 
Overarching - forming an arch 

above or CONNECTING 

everything together. 

What makes me 

human?  

Why were the 

Victorians 

victorious? 

How does life 

survive the cold? 

How do world wars 

start? 

What is the impact 

of war? 

What is beyond 

Castleward? 

Curriculum areas 

as main focus  

All about me 

/PSHE/Science  

History  Geography  History  History  Geography/ 

Music/Art  

High quality texts 

to support 

curriculum 

delivery/ toggle 

texts 

See below  See below See below See below See below See below 

Identified links 

to previous years 

learning  
Students learn best when they 

are able to integrate new 

learning with what they already 

understand. 

Year 5:  

- Pablo Picasso 

mood in pencil 

drawing  

-Day, night and 

shadows  

-life-cycle 

Year 4: 

-sound travels  

Year 5:  

-feasts 

-urban/rural  

-recreational 

activities Viking 

and Tudors 

(remotely)  

-significant 

monarchs  

Year 4:  

-Romans  

-

circuits/electricity  

 

Year 5: 

-life-cycle and 

stages of growth  

Year 4:  

-rainforest  

Year 3: 

-rocks  

Year 5:  

-Tudor King  

Year 3:  

Locate countries using 

maps  

Year 5:  

-investigate 

historical musical 

instruments  

-shade to create 

mood  

Year 5:  

-know what human 

and physical 

features are  

-experiment with 

clay to create a 

sculpture  

-music in different 

times  

Year 4:  

-build on strings 

and performances  
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Retrieval 

opportunities and 

links within the 

year  

 Victorian nursing 

(Seacole and 

Florence) linked to 

impact of hygiene 

on health. 

Circulatory system 

linked to electrical 

circuit. 

Light  

Human 

reproduction  
Queen Victoria and why 

she was a significant 

monarch - comparison to 

Hitler as a leader.  

Class dividing society 

(workhouses and 

persecution)  

Trade and transporting 

resources  

Transport: canal and 

trains  

Quality of life for 

the rich and poor 

 

Use of transport 

 

Electricity  

 

Changes in music 

since Victorian era  

 

Pencil drawing of 

human form    

 

Music in different 

historical time 

periods  

Andy Warhol use 

of colour 

Comparing human 

and physical 

differences in 

different parts of 

the world   

Hooks/ Visits/ 

Visitors/ 

concrete 

experiences to 

build knowledge  

Potential GSA 

scientist to dissect 

eyeball. 

Victorian 

Christmas at 

Newstead Abbey 

Adam Pepper? Perlethorpe   Residential? 

Cultural Capital 
accumulation of knowledge, 

behaviours, and skills that a 

student can draw upon and which 

demonstrates their cultural 

awareness, knowledge and 

competence; it is one of the key 

ingredients a student will draw 

upon to be successful in society, 

their career and the world of 

work. 

Implications of 

lifestyle on health 

will give the 

children the tools 

to make their own 

decisions about 

their body for the 

benefit of their 

health. Children 

will be given the 

language to 

express their point 

of view and 

Children will 

understand British 

history. 

Social economics - 

why was life so 

different for the 

poor and how is 

that reflected in 

today’s society? 

Impact that the 

Victorians had on 

today’s life - 

electricity, cars 

etc. 

Broaden the 

children’s 

understanding of a 

culture they are 

unlikely to have 

come across 

before - inuits.  

Evolution as a 

theory. 

Understanding the 

differences 

between people 

from around the 

world. 

Knowledge of 

Europe and the 

countries within it. 

Links in the class? 

Knowledge of 

British history and 

history of 

different religions. 

Understanding of 

persecution and 

links with BLM, 

asylum seekers, 

immigrants.  

 

Impact of war to 

allow the children 

to make 

judgements about 

the repercussions 

on war torn 

currents in modern 

times. 

Evacuation. 

Build the children’s 

understanding of 

developing vs 

developed 

countries and 

challenge 

misconceptions 

that they may 

have. 

Widening the 

children’s 

knowledge of art, 

music and culture 
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persuade others of 

their opinion. 

Two artists will be 

covered this half 

term, widening the 

children’s 

knowledge of 

styles of art and 

drawing meaning 

from art. 

 from around the 

world.  

Geography 

objectives  
 

 

 

 To know why 

industrial areas 

and ports are 

important 

To measure, record 

and present human 

and physical 

features in field 

work 

To create 

topographical maps 

that show hills, 

mountains, coasts 

and rivers 

To know the names 

and locate some of 

the world's 

deserts-Polar ice 

and tundra 

(Antarctica, 

Arctic) subtropical 

(Sahara,    

Kalahari) Cold 

winter (Gobi, 

Patagonia) 

To know economic 

activity including 

trade links and the 

distribution of 

natural resources 

including energy, 

food and minerals 

and  water. 

To know why 

industrial areas and 

ports are 

important 

To know main human and 

physical differences 

between developed and 

third world countries 
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To know there are 

five major 

vegetation regions: 

forest, grassland, 

tundra, desert, and 

ice sheet 

History 

objectives 

 Leadership and 

Power-  To know 

how social class 

divided British 

society. 

(Workhouse and its 

masters) Link to 

Mary Seacole and 

Florence 

Nightingale. 

Leadership and 

Power - To know 

why Queen 

Victoria was such a 

significant 

monarch.  

Conflict and 

Migration- To know 

why there 

was conflict 

between the  rich 

and poor. 

Transport and 

industry- To know 

how canals, barges 

and trains were 

 Leadership and 

Power – To know 

how Hitler rose to 

power. 

Conflict and 

Migration- To know 

how and why the 

Jews migrated to 

concentration 

camps. 

Transport and 

industry- To know 

how transport was 

used during the 

war and for what 

purpose. 

(Submarines, 

periscopes, war 

ships and aircraft). 

Recreational 

activities- To know 

what the quality of 

life was like during 

the war. 

Defining moments 

in history- To know 

what happened 

during the Blitz. 
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used to support 

trade during the 

industrial 

revolution. 

Recreational 

activities- To know 

how Victorian 

families occupied 

their time. 

(Victorian games) 

Defining moments 

in history- To know 

what happened 

during the 

industrial 

revolution. 

Science 

objectives 

 

To know the parts 

of the circulatory 

system including 

the function of 

blood, blood 

vessels and heart 

 

To know the impact 

of diet, exercise, 

drugs and lifestyle 

on health  

 

To know that living 

things produce 

offspring – 

reproduction  

To know how to 

draw circuits 

including symbols 

associated with 

circuit diagrams– 

compare and 

explain why things 

work or do not 

work 

 

To know the 

number of voltage 

of cells links to the 

brightness of 

lamp/volume of 

buzzer 

To know how 

animals and plants 

have adapted to 

their environment  

To know that 

adaption over time 

is evolution  

 

To know that living 

things have 

changed over time 

and that fossils 

provide 

information about 

living things that 

inhabited the 
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To know the 

properties of 

matter: - Mass: 

the amount of 

water in an object, 

similar to weight; 

Volume: the 

amount of space a 

thing fills; Density: 

how much matter is 

packed into the 

space an object 

fills; Vacuum: the 

absence of matter 

 

 To know there are 

five major 

vegetation regions: 

forest, grassland, 

tundra, desert, and 

ice sheet 

 

To know that light 

travels in straight 

lines and that 

shadows have the 

same shape as 

objects – explain 

scientific 

knowledge  

 

 

To know the 

difference 

between static and 

current electricity   

Earth millions of 

years ago 

 

To know nutrients, 

oxygen and 

wastes are transpo

rted throughout 

the body through 

the blood via 

capillaries (blood 

vessels that 

connect arteries to 

veins) 
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To know the parts 

of the eye: cornea, 

iris and pupil, lens, 

retina, optic nerve 

 

To know that we 

see things because 

light travels from 

light sources to 

our eyes or from 

light sources to 

objects and then 

to our eyes 

 

To know how 

optical instruments 

work  

 

 

Art and Design 

objectives 

To create a 

detailed pencil 

drawing that 

includes a human 

form in movement 

and a background 

that includes 

perspective  

 

To know how Andy 

Warhol used his 

art to make an 

impact.  

To use charcoal to 

sketch ideas for a 

piece of 

observational art  

To use IT to 

create a detailed 

digital piece of art 

(linked to Animals 

of the North book) 

 
 To know how Jean-

Michel Basquiat 

rose to success. 

To know what 

lessons we can 

learn from Jean-

Michel Basquiat. 

To create a 

sculptural piece 

using one of Jean-

Michel Basquiat. 

paintings. 
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To know how Andy 

Warhol used his 

art to express the 

power of mass 

production in the 

20th century. 

Design 

Technology 

objectives 

 To prepare and 

cook a variety of 

predominantly 

savoury dishes 

using a range of 

cooking techniques  

 
 

 To select from and 

use a wider range 

of tools and 

equipment to 

perform practical 

tasks 

[for example, 

cutting, shaping, 

joining and 

finishing], 

accurately 

Music objectives  To research 

composers and 

styles of music 

associated with 

different 

historical periods.  

 

 To explain the 

importance of 

historical events 

on music. 

To explain the 

importance of 

historical events on 

music. 

To take part in 

performances at 

different times 

and places showing 

an understanding 

of techniques and 

style. 

To create simple 

melodies using up 

to five different 

notes and 

simple  rhythms 

that work musically 

with the style 
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To record their 

performance and 

compare it to a 

previous 

performance. 

To know how pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

texture and 

structure 

work together to 

create a song or 

music  

To know there are 

different ways of 

writing music down 

– e.g. staff 

notation, symbols 

To know musical 

evolution through   

historical events. 

To know techniques 

and styles within 

music from 

different times 

and places. 

Cultural diversity 

links  
the existence of a variety of 

cultural or ethnic groups within a 

society. 

Getting to know 

the children, 

allowing them to 

share what is 

important to them 

in their culture.  

Son of the Circus - 

mixed race child 

with black and 

white parents. 

Mary Seacole 

compared with 

Awareness of 

cultures around 

the world. 

Awareness of 

religions around 

the world. 

Diversity of 

soldiers in WWII.  

Awareness of 

religions around 

the world.  

Urban and rural 

life. 

Jean-Michel, his 

life and culture. 

Cultural diversity 

in music, art. 
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Florence 

Nightingale. 

Theme Share 

with 

parents/communi

ty  

Celebration of who 

we are.  

Victorian 

Christmas. 

 Share poems. Tea party. Leavers assembly  

 

Potential books 

choices for each 

half term  

Please make explicit any links to the 5 plagues  

Half term  Potential reading sources to support driver  – e.g books, art work, 

historical sources, music, songs  etc 

Books for pleasure  

Autumn 1 : body The Wanderer - Sharon Creech (complexity of the narrator) 

Illumanatomy - Katie Davies (diagrams of the body)’ 

Knowledge encyclopedia human body - DK 

 

 

Autumn 2 : 

Victorians 

A Visit From St. Nicholas (poem) - Clement Clarke Moore (Archaic text 

- 1837) 

A Christmas Carol - Charles Dickens (Archaic text - 1843/ non linear 

timeline) 

Son of the Circus - E L Norry  

Queen Victoria - V&A produces 

Street Child  

Spring 1 :  The Pebble In My Pocket Meredith Hooper (Complexity of the narrator) 

Below Zero - Dan Smith (Complexity of the narrator) 

Animals of the North 

Below Zero - Dan Smith (Complexity of the narrator) 

Spring 2 : WWII An Eagle In The Snow - Michael Morpurgo (non-linear timeline) 

Once - Morris Gleitzman (complexity of the narrator) 

50 Things You Need To Know About WWII 

Letters from the Lighthouse - Emma Carroll 

Summer 1 : WWII Fireweed - Jilly Patton Walsh  

Letters from the Lighthouse - Emma Carroll 

Back Home - Michelle Magorian  

You Wouldn’t Want To Be A WIII Evacuee - John Malam 

Letters from the Lighthouse - Emma Carroll 
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Goodnight Mr Tom - Michelle Magorian 

Summer 2 : World 

culture 

Around The World In 80 Days - Jules Verne (Archaic text - 1956/ non 

linear timeline) 

From The Mixed Up Files Of Mrs Basil E Frankweiler - EL Konigsburg 

(complexity of the narrator) 

Radiant Child - The Story of Jean-Michel (complexity of the 

plot/symbol) 

Life Doesn’t Frighten Me - Poem by Maya Angelu with art by Jean 

Michel 

Meet The Artist : Andy Warhol. 

Aunt Luce’s Talking Paintings 

 

 

 


